The Corvid Crier

Seals and Sea Lions in Washington State,
Natural History, Research and Management
When: Thursday, February 23 at 7:00 pm (after the social hour)

Where: Northlake Unitarian Universalist Church
If you have taken a pelagic birding trip out of Wxest or Neah Bay, you may have
seen Steller sea lions and California sea liong¢eldaout on the offshore rocks and
coastal islands during their northern fall and efrmigration. You may also have
seen our resident harbor seals hauled out on hdmdifesites from Willapa Bay to
Hood Canal to the San Juans during their summepipg@and molting seasons.

Pat Gearin will share with us the fascinating relthistory of these three species of
pinnipeds, which are the most abundant and commaMashington State. He will
also discuss research conducted by the Nationa@cgaphic and Atmospheric
Administration and the Washington Department ohFad Wildlife on these spe-
cies during the last 20 years, covering studiesstimating population size, distri-
bution, migration, movements and food habits. raBons between these species
and humans as well as commercial and sport fishaiiikalso be discussed.

Pat has been a research wildlife and fisherie®gist with the National Marine Mammal LaboratorySeattle for more than
twenty years and has conducted research projecisghout the North Pacific Ocean on Steller seasli€California sea lions,
harbor seals, harbor porpoise, Dall's porpoise,gaag whales. Pat also worked on a project ataBallLocks to reduce interac-
tions between California sea lions and steelheddarcooperative projects with the Makah Indiarb&ron marine mammal fish-
eries interactions in tribal fisheries, Lake Ozsttekeye salmon, and Steller sea lion and grayemhaiveys and assessments.

Please join us Thursday, February 23 and bringabtgiestions for Pat. The list of his researclorepand publications runs to 11
pages, so he can probably answer any question gygthave about the pinnipeds of Washington StatameCat 6:30 for the so-
cial hour. Enjoy a brief monthly meeting and refrments from 7:00 to 7:45, followed by Mr. Geariptesentation.

The social hour, meeting, and presentation areaingeopen to the public. Invite a friend or anyar® is curious about the pin-
nipeds of Washington.

Directions to ELWAS office/Northlake Unitarian Umiksalist Church, 308 4th Ave. S. (corner of 4th Ayeand State). Take the
I-405 exit 18 (NE 85th, Kirkland). Drive west orefral Way to 3rd St. (stoplight). Turn left (soutin 3rd St. and follow it as it
bears left and changes name to State St. Turorefth Ave S.

Welcome

Welcome to the following new members of the Eadtel &/ashington Audubon Society. We hope to seespon at a Mem-
bership Meeting or field trip. Call or visit ouffige if you have any questions. Our friendly vateers are more than happy to
help you.

Cdr. B. E. Fenn

Deanne Adams
Laura Feuerborn

Dorothy Audycki

- . David Frazer
Clifford Chadwick )
Caroline Christy Ron and Ginny Green

Margaret Cole Marion W. Heffner

- Ginger Holser
Aris Coover 9
Darlene Jones

x4

Our Mission: The mission of the East Lake Washington Audubon Society is to protect, preserve anel reatioan
ral ecosystems and our communities for the benefit of birds, other wéldtifpeople.




Keeping Our Balance
By Christy Anderson, ELWAS President

425 576 8805

East Lake Washington Audubon Society

Our ELWAS chapter is a diverse group
of people joined together for a common
purpose. Ah, but what is that purpose?

308 4th Avenue S. (Corner 4th Ave. S. and State)

P.O. Box 3115, Kirkland, WA 98083-3115
Web Site: http://www.ELWAS.org

This chapter is like a 3-legged stool.
Each leg of the stool is essential to a

Executive Officers

functional piece of furniture. The three
legs of ELWAS are Conservation, Education and
Birding. And like that stool, each “leg” is essential
for our chapter to function.

The legacy of Audubon has always been conserv
tion. The organization started over 100 years ago
response to the slaughter of millions of birds for
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their feathers to decorate women'’s hats. The groy

P Committee Chairs/Board (board positions underline)

became national, and many local chapters were

started to enable people all over the country to wg
for the conservation and protection of birds. That
work has continued at the national and local level

To keep that conservation mindset going, Audubg

rk

S.

n

has also been active in environmental education for

kids. The next generations need to learn about th
natural world, especially in a world of Xboxes,
iPods and organized sports. It seems that kids do
have the opportunities we used to have to just go
outside with no agenda, exploring, observing and
interacting with the natural world. Getting involveq
with and learning about birds and nature is critica
conservation. People protect what they know and
appreciate.

Birding is the third leg, and often where people fir
develop an interest and become involved with the
organization. It's the fun part! And it's also part of
the appreciation that motivates us to protect the
habitat of the birds we learn about and love. And
like the other legs, it serves no purpose without th
other two.

ELWAS offers plenty of activities and ways to get

D

involved in all three areas. They not only keep ouf

chapter in balance, but each of us as individuals,
too. Are all three legs in balance for you?

Have you been so focused on conservation g

tivities, you forget to teach others?

Are you so busy with education programs thg

you neglect appreciating the birds?

Are you going on birding excursions without

doing anything about protecting their habitat?
Keeping all three legs of the stool strong and bal-
anced and putting them in the right place is key tc

the health of our chapter. And to each of us as well.
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February 1 (Weds) 6:00 pm — Web Committee
Meets first Wednesday of each month in the ELWAS Oi€e. All interested parties are invited. Questions?altiMancy

Nicklas at webmaster@elwas.org

February 7 (Tues) 7:00 pm — Conservation Committee
Meets first Tuesday of each month in the ELWAS Offie. All interested parties are invited. Questions? Efd@rtyn Stew-

art atmstew@naturesound.org

February 9 (Thurs) 7:00 pm — Photo Group
Meets in large room upstairs from ELWAS Office. Questions? Emalilim Boyer at tboyer@seanet.com

February 14 (Tues) 7:00 pm — Youth Education Committe
Meets in the ELWAS Office. All interested parties are invited. Questions?atteducation@elwas.org

February 20 (Mon) 7:00 pm — Birds in the Balance
Meets 3rd Mon. each monthat Len Steiner’s, 13239 NE 100th, Kirkland. Yowvelcome to join this group, which assesseg
bird populations in local habitaté.en Steiner425-827-2478

February 21 (Tues) 6:00 pm — ELWAS Board meeting — ELW/ Office.

February 23 (Thurs) 7:00 pm — Monthly Meeting and Pesentation —See article on page 1.

SUPPORT ELWAS AND ENJOY A CLEAN CAR!

Living in the midst of salmon country, we all kndww detrimental washing our cars is to fish andrthabitat. The good thin
about having your car cleaned at a commercial eahvis that the water is captured and recycled.

To make it easy for ELWAS members to visit thezdbcar wash, ELWAS is still selling car wash titeT he tickets may be
used at over 36 establishments in greater PugetdSane@a, from Marysville to Gig Harbor. Each loeatis listed right on the
back of the ticket, so there’s no fumbling withteope book or remembering where you need to go.€Tisdikely a participatin
car wash in your neighborhood. And, the more tiek@tu buy at once, the more money you save.

1 ticket = $6.50 5 tickets = $6.25 each 10 tickets = $6.00 each

Pick up your tickets at the next monthly meetingcall the office, pay by telephone, and receivanjtickets by mail. We than
you, and the fish thank you.

Birdathon 2006!

It's never too early to dream of spring, and ité too early to start thinking about Birdathon.rdzithon, which takes place in
May, is ELWAS’ biggest fundraiser of the year.nlékes possible our membership meeting speakengjihgi the fun and science
of birds to elementary classrooms, scholarshipsdiiege students studying environmental issudsp, foe teachers to bring bird-
related projects to their students, maintainingfaailities and staff... and everything we do!

One way you can participate is by sponsoring a tgaran individual on a team); or you can makeaadbntribution, or even
more fun, pledge a certain amount of money for epeties a team sees during their 24-hour Birdgbeoiod. Or, you can help
out by taking a special Birdathon field trip, or fayming a Birdathon team of your own. Keep an eyefor more information in
upcoming newsletters.

Sty TR 20 ELWAS OFFICE/ AUDUBON CENTER
=@ %A& :68 :/ Ll&& The office is downstairs at Northlake Unitarian brisalist
$A# ! — ( . _?(+ 5 8/ v Church in Kirkland 308 4th Avenue S. (Corner 4th Ave.
] 4 o ' 4 4 4 "o S. and Staté. Directions 1-405 exit 18 (N. E. 85th-
vy WS Kirkland). Go west on Central Way to the light3ml St.
/-0 12+ - N Go left on 3rd St. Follow this street (it bearg baid
? 581/ 4 # changes name to State St.) Then turn left on 4th 8.

>gnE o . )
S @ %AL (68 i/ LI&& Phor_le nu_mber. (425) 576-8805
. Email: office@elwas.org
$ B71 0 C+ + # # $ . .
DIEL 4/ - E " Hours: Monday, Tuesday and Friday
9:00am — 1:00pm




Thank You

... to Nancy and Jim Roberts for their extraordindfgrés in making the 2005 Gift Wrap a great succ@$ge Chapter grossed
over $2,800 — in just four days! ... to Kay Barrettd aral Moore for seeing that Bellefields Park isagieand pedestrian friendly
every month; to Martyn Stewart for recording bimhgs and donating CDs to the Chapter. You cantheafmusic” at the next
Membership Meeting. ... to Mary Britton-Simmons fomdting storage crates to the Education Committee paganizing all the
youth education supplies; to Brian Gershon, Nanioklss, Ruth Adamski, Paula Flores, Tricia Kishedladjay Ramachandran
for updating the website every month; to Ivana Sukdnd Roy Branson for donating computer equipreand,to Scotsman
Guide for donating a copier to the Chapter; to Raige for his tireless help with the computers fandhis work to update and
tweak the membership database; to all those whmetekith the Christmas Bird Count dinner — cookd arew were Christy
Anderson, Lyn Bailey, Paula Flores, Lou Ann Harkiegan Lyden, Jane Paige, Lorriane Smith and CéaWkich; and to the
Board of Directors and Committee Chairs for leadbtiters in furtherance of the ELWAS Mission.

Holiday Gift Wrap Again a Success
By Nancy Roberts

Another big thank you to all who participated amhated to this year's fundraiser at the RedmondnT@enter REI. 33 vol-
unteers worked throughout four busy days of the y@eeiving donations of $2,895. This is the bestreCongratulations!

A special thank you goes to REI and staff who wengy helpful, and to two very special ELWAS membaédglanie Bishop
for her handmade gift bags and flyers and Debbisdrafor her hand made gift tags, ,paper and bows.

A huge thank you to all of you listed below! Withiowu this could not have happened. This was niyyear as Chairperson
and | want to thank all of you who have supported ELWAS event over the years.

Lyn Bailey, Delores Billings, Melanie Bishop, Patd Clarke, Therese Eby, Paula Flores, Jo and Géfalber, Hugh and
Bev Jennings, Carolyn Kishel, Tricia Kishel, Debbason, Lea Knapp, Megan Lyden, Christie Madseme@ne McBeth,
Jan and Tim McGruder, Susan Olson, Sharon and W&agel, Jane Page, Keith and Juliana Pickrellid Bendergraft, Jim
Rettig, Jim Roberts, Tora Roksvog, Lori Sorenstidpnia St. Germaine, Diane Weinstein, Claudia WdReggy York.

Job Well Done!

MERCHANDISING CHAIR

ELWAS has a small nature shop, and we currently have vdlun-
teers in charge of purchasing various lines of merchandise

selling operation, including these volunteers. No retail or mgr-
chandise experience is necessary, and it's estimated to ta
about 5 to 10 hours a MONTH.

Duties generally include:

We are looking for a volunteer to oversee the purchasing TEd

Purchase merchandise at wholesale prices, for sale i|1 the

nature shop, under direction of the Board of Directors.

Maintain accurate inventory of merchandise for sale.

Promote and/or advertise merchandise to increase sales.

Promote merchandise and staff sales desk at membership
meetings.

Jan McGruder can help you get started until you're familiar
with the position, but in return for this personalized training,
we do ask for a 2-year commitment.

If you're interested in finding our more about this position, or ! # 83—
if you have any questions, please feel free to call or e-mail Jan %& ' ()*)+
McGruder at (425) 822-8580 or jan@elwas.org.




Opportunities for Volunteering

ELWAS has openings for several leadership positions. Some of these tue Barard of Directors and others
are Committee Chairs. We are also seeking volunteers to fill on-goidg néhin the Chapter.

Our Board of Directors has five open positions:

At-Large Board Member Secretary
Financial Development Chair Vice President
Membership Chair

The Board works hard and takes their commitment to the Chapter serlmutdiyey also have fun.

There are several committees that need leaders. They are:

Plant Sale Merchandise Juanita Bay Habitat Restorat

Birdathon Community Outreach/Events

ELWAS also has several smaller or short-term projects that neat@itedBring your expertise and energy and
help us with:
- Brochure and publication design
Merchandise sales/office staffing during Membership Meetings
Update and maintain the Chapter e-mail lists (Announce, Conservation, and Ofiper@elwas.org)
Organize and print Welcome letters to new members
Update and maintain the Chapter web calendar

If you'd like more information on any of these positions, and what would be expected, gfigase contact Jan
McGruder at (425) 822-8580 @n@elwas.ordor further details.

If you believe ELWAS is a cause worthy of your time, give a little of yafirs

Abridged Minutes — ELWAS Board Meeting — Dec. 20, 2005

Education Chairman, Mary Britton-Simmons, presented her committee'sspldmoa one-day camp for studefts
going into 3rd, 4th, and 5th grades. The goal is for students to learn about birdsrasmd/ttement and to
form a connection to that natural environment. The proposed date is July 26, 2006. W ifhabpone-week
camp will be possible in the future.

Treasurer, Tim Boyer, recommended that we pursue additional fund-rbestagse currently we are operating at
a loss. The final 2006 Budget will be ready for the January Board meeting.

Executive Director, Jan McGruder, outlined the status of the Marymaunt ®roposal which will be submitted
to the Labor Council January 11th. She also announced that Jim Rettig is now dritoeyABoard for St. Ed-
wards Park, so Audubon will have a voice on the issues being debated there.

Want to support ELWAS, but are looking for more than we have in our store? thetdéind books, notecardf,
bird feeders, seed and suet.) Visit the ELWAS Virtual Store and buy albytdmor items online. Just login tg
the ELWAS homepage (www.elwas.org), click on "Shop Online"! Then follow the ta&sir online store.

You'll find great deals on books, field guides, audio, video, gifts, seed, feedersdanstkif. Just place your
order online, and all merchandise will be delivered right to your door. Behiglesnvenience to you, ELWAS
receives a percentage of each sale!

%



FIELD TRIPS

Parents and children over 8 are welcome on all trig

Check our website at http://www.elwas.org/eventsbf the latest information and for reports of lastmonths's field trips.

Meeting Places for Field Trips:

Issaquah Park and Ride:I-90, exit 15, turn right
(south) go to 2nd or 3rd light, then left into P&dR.
Kingsgate Park and Ride:I-405 exit 20B northbound
or 20 southbound, N. E. 124th St. Go west to laght
116th Ave. N. E., then right (north) a few blocksR&R
lot (on the left). Meet in the S.E. corner.

Newport Hills Park and Ride: 1-405, exit 9

South Kirkland Park and Ride: 108th Ave. NE just
north of hwy 520 and Northup Way.

Wilburton Park and Ride: 1-405, exit 12

February 3 (Fri) 9am to noon — Marymoor Park

Join us for a morning walk along the nature tsgking what
birds are in the area. Meets tiéFriday of each month at
9:00. Bring binoculars and meet at the SW corner of tbg D
Area parking lot. No registration is required. Bach
Marymoor Park, take SR 520 east from Seattle td\thst
Lake Sammamish Parkway exit and follow the sigrie T
entrance to the park is one block south of the &kitn right
at third stop sign, to the Dog Area parking lotrkiay is $1.

February 4 (Sat) 9am to noon

Marymoor BirdLoop Work Party

Help remove Scot’s Broom, blackberries, and Engligh
along the interpretive trail. Wear work clothes dats and
bring gloves and clippers, loppers or pruning sdweu have
them. We’ll have some tools on hand. Park in lot G,
Interpretive Trail parking lot, and follow gravedad to the

trail. RSVP Glenn or Bertha Eades at geades@seanet.com

(preferred) or at 425-885-3842

February 9 (Thurs) 9:00 am - Snoqualmie Valley

On this drive through the farmlands of the SnoqumaMalley
we’ll look for Bald Eagles and other raptors andmethe
ponds for a variety of ducks. Swans are possibte, Small
birds can be anywhere in the hedges and bushedl We
carpool from Marymoor Park. $1.00 parking fee40B to
Hwy 520 East. Exit at W. Lake Sammamish Parkway an
turn right at the stop light. Turn east on NE Maoor Way,
into the Park, and turn right at the first stomsigvieet at
south end of the lot. Bring a lunch and be pregppéoe
changeable weather conditions. Passenger costik3sa0.
Return mid-afternoonJoyce Meyer 425-881-5422

Feb. 17-20 (Fri.-Mon.) - Great Backyard Bird Count
See article on page 10.

February 18 (Sat) 10:00 am — Bellefields Walk Through
Help clean litter along Bellefields Trail in thewtb end of
Mercer Slough Nature Park. Meet at the Winters ldous
(Bellevue Parks) parking lot at 2102 Bellevue W&y/(fist
north of 1-90). Bring gloves, a bag for trash, daoculars.
Kay Barrett 425-644-2862.

February 21 (Tues) 9:00 am— noon

Juanita Bay Park Bird Walk

A relaxed walk in the Park, seeing what birds arthe area.
Meets the3rd Tues of each month at 9:00Bring binoculars
and meet in parking lot. No registration required.
MaryFrances Mathis 425-803-3026

February 25 (Sat) 9:30 am — Nature Cruise - La Coner

A four hourcruise around Fidalgo Island by way of Skagit Bay,
Rosario Strait, Padilla Bay and Swinomish SloudgExpect to
see Bald Eagles, Great Blue Herons, Grebes, Loons,
Mergansers, thousands of ducks, harbor sealsiosea btters
and more. The Viking Star is a fully enclosed,tadacruising
boat with 31 large glass windows for great viewimgny
weather. The boat will leave at 10:00 am, so ymuf be at
theViking Cruises boat dock office by 9:30 anto allow time
to check in. Viking Cruises is located one blockth of Nasty
Jack’s Antique Store on First Street. If you wantarpool to
La Conner meet &:00 amat south end of Kingsgate P&R (-
405 exit 20B northbound or 20 southbound at NEM3% go
west to light at 118 Ave. NE then right (north) past top of hill
to P&R entrance on the left). Carpooling cost/pris$5.0Q
The cost of the cruise is $44This cost includes a $4 gas
surcharge over last year, but still includes aekfate to be
given back to ELWAS. This is a good opportunityetgoy a
cruise and support ELWAS. The boat takes about5febple.
Bring a lunch. Call Viking Cruises toll-free at3B8-207-2333
or email atinfo@vikingcruises.conto make reservations.

February 27 (Mon) 9:00 am to noon

Birding the Hot Spots of King County

Monthly field trip on fourth Monday of each monthwherever
the birds are. Meet before 9:00 am at north enti@Newport
Hills Park-N-Ride (1-405, exit 9) and plan to beckdy noon.
Passenger cost/pers$®.00. Hugh Jennings 425-746-6351

March 9 (Thurs) 7:00 am — Camano Island/Stanwood
Prepare for a full day of birding and explore Caméstand’s
shoreline, salt-water marshes, grasslands, andtfhabitats for
seabirds, raptors, and songbirds. Specific aredisde
Livingston Bay, English Boom, Utsalady, and IverSpit, a
100-acre preserve. The Stanwood Sewage TreatmedsP
offer a variety of waterfowl and the occasionalaawvsurprise.
Bring a lunch and meet before 7 am at south enlinfsgate
P&R. Passenger cost/persps0Q Return mid-afternoon.
Joyce 425-881-5422.

March 10 (Fri) 11:00 am — Kenmore P&R and Library
ELWAS members will have spotting scopes availabtetie
public to watch the Great Blue Herons colony atrtbgh end
of the Kenmore P&R (Bothell Way and82\ve. NE). There
will be a slide presentation about the herons d@hdrdirds at
the Kenmore Library about noon. ELWAS members avded
to bring their scopes and set them up for viewdtsgh
Jennings 425-746-6351




Red-necked Grebe
Podiceps grisegena
by Hugh Jennings

The Red-necked Grebe (RNGR) is about 18" long with a wingspan of 24” and a
weight of 2.2 Ib. (1000g). The genus name Podiceps (POD-ih-seps) is from Greek
pous, podos, foot, and Latin caput, head which refers to the placement of the feet ex-
tremely far back of the head and body. The species nhame grisegena isfiogric

seus, gray, and gena, cheek.

The RNGR is the second largest grebe behind the Western/Clark’ss@2éleand
quite a bit larger than the Horned Grebe (14") and Eared Grebe (13”). In summer
breeding plumage this grebe has a long reddish neck, whitish chin and cheek and a
black cap. This contrasts with the winter plumage which is overall dusdtywith
lighter throat that extends up into the cheek. The long yellowish p#drates the Red-necked from the Horned and
Eared Grebes.

The RNGR is a common winter resident west of the Cascades on piateriae waters. It is particularly abundant in
the Port Townsend area. A few are seen on large freshwater lakes fdirly common breeder in the Okanogan and
Northeast part of WA. In flight, it has white on the leading and trailing ealfgia® inner wing.

The grebe is colorful, noisy and conspicuous in its nesting territoryoutsds include long walils, short vibrating
wails, and chattering trills in summer. But in winter it is gray and tsdad solitary. It is quite clumsy looking on take-
off and is not often seen flying except in migration which is mostly over landtaright. As with most grebes, the
Red-necked feeds by diving underwater, eating fish, aquatic insects, manng, waustaceans and mollusks. Court-
ship displays include loud calls and raising of the crest. Members pamdface each other, rise partly out of water,
chest to chest. They may sit close together while turning heads fromo side .t They may also bring up bits of weed
and perform a ritual dance while holding weeds.

The nest, built by both sexes, is a floating platform of fresh and decayed usbas, land grasses, anchored to nearby
vegetation. Usually 4-5 eggs are laid, sometimes 2-6, which are bluish whike douff, becoming nest-stained

brown. Both sexes incubate the eggs for 20-23 days. The young are able to swinafteottgtching; they are fed by
both parents and may ride on parents’ backs. The adults can dive underwayeunghiding on their backs. The age
at first flight varies considerably, from 50-70 days.

Birds of the Lake Hills Greenbelt for 2005

A total of 101 species were recorded in the Lalisi@reenbelt during 2005. This is the highestltotahe 15 years | have
been keeping records. 98 were seen in 1997 and\@8¥teen seen in three years. Most months the 4860 species with a
high of 68 in April and a low of 32 in June.

There were three species seen for the first timlbargreenbelt. One, the Tufted Duck, is rare amyetin King County and
resulted in a number of visitors from all over W&well as some from BC and Oregon. The duck wasepteor about 10
days. Barrow's Goldeneyes were also a first foilLthiee Hills Greenbelt and were seen on two diffedays. Turkey Vultures
also made their first appearance at the greerbeét.was seen on one day and three on another deyiln

A single Northern Pintail was seen for only thess&tyear; one was seen in 1997. Cinnamon Teal see for only the fourth
year. Hutton's Vireos were present for only theosegyear. In 2005 two HUVI nests were found. OnBleintom Lake resulted
in young, the other was abandoned. The Red-taikgk-hest west of the Phantom Lake entrance on 1&@th SE produced
young for at least the 4th consecutive year.

Records by month are available in PDF charts fgnaar from 1997-2005 and a summary by year idabiai for all the years
from 1997. Emaihughbirder@earthlink.néf you are interested in any of these reports.




SPRING FORWARD WITH AUDUBON
AUDUBON COUNCIL OF WASHINGTON

Fort Worden State Park, Port Townsend
March 24th, 25th and 26th 2006

/ Mark your calendars now and join us together widmers from the other Audubon Washington Chapterar
exchange of ideas on topics of conservation, edugaand Chapter building. This spring's conferendebe held at
/‘\ historic Fort Worden State Park in the Victoriawmoof Port Townsend.

Washington Audubon's State Conservation Committeletlae State Education Committee are schedulecet on
Friday afternoon. Our speakers on Friday night béllrepresentatives from Swarovski Optics on thetof "Optics
and Photos" and they will lead a field trip forarsdigi-scoping as one of the Saturday offeringsaiier reports and seminar ses-
sions are planned for Saturday afternoon and taeieg dinner presentation will be "From the Fieldhe Studio - The Wildlife
Art of Bart Rulon." Bart is a well-known local wliife artist and his programs are spellbinding.

A boat trip around Protection Island will be offdras one of the Saturday morning field trips, ab agebirding trips and a docent
conducted tour of the Marine Science Center andNtteral History Museum, both located on the Foougds. Accommodations
will be available on site including campsites and garking and we will be holding our Saturday nidiiner and program in the
new Commons Building, which houses the food sesvioe Fort Worden.

Registration information will be going out to WA &fters and will also be available for downloadiranf the Kitsap Audubon

Society's website atww.kitsapaudubon.orfy the 13th of February. A detailed agenda shaldd be available at that time on our
website.

For additional information please contact Nancyéruerger at nladenbe@aol.com. If you plan to bgage contact Jan
McGruder at 425-822-8580 or jan@elwas.org.

Keeping The Sound Alive Speakers Series:

Birds of Puget Sound: 50 Years of Watching

Feb. 2, 7-9 PM -- REI Flagship Store, Seattle
Sponsored by KUOW-FM and People For Puget Sound

Did you know that Pacific Black Brant fly nonstagr fover 50 hours migrating from Alaska to Baja? Esee
Great Blue Herons "impersonate” Double-crested ©oants?

N

Come share bird stories with Joe Meche who has Weérhing birds for more than 50 years and capgutieir
beauty on film and videotape for more than 20 yeddespresents a slide-illustrated program featutiregbirds
of the greater Puget Sound area and talks aboulivhesity of habitats they frequent. He is curhgmtorking on
a video project documenting the life cycle and spadar migration of the Pacific Black Brant.

Joe is vice president, newsletter editor and birgirograms coordinator of the North Cascades Aud8mi-
ety. He is also a member of the board of direatbthe Washington Brant Foundation and works asresaltant for the city of
Blaine promoting the area as a bird-watching dasbn.

Admission $8 in advance; $10 at the door. $2 distéar members and students. For reservationshpseconline (below) or call
Jenny Aunan (206) 382-7007.

Online Registration and for more informatidrtp://www.pugetsound.org/index/siteevent-detadtean/id.98

Book Sale — February 25, 10 am — 2 pm Olympic BirdFest 200_6 -- Sequim, WA

Center for Urban Horticulture, Seattle March 31- April 2, 2006
Hundreds of used books in all natural history difci Visit the rainshadqv_v of th®lympic Peninsulato discov_er the birds
plines. Proceeds benefit Washington Butterfly of the coastal Pa_C|f|c Northw_est—MarbIed Murrel&®kjnoceros _
Association and Seattle Audubon. Auklets, Harlequin Ducks, Dippers, Black Oysterbais, Long-tailed
Ducks and more. Great field trips, a boat cruisthénStrait of Juan d
Fuca, and a banquet with our partner, the JamesMlallam Tribe.

9 e ? e 9 e The Birdfest with the most spectacular setting!
Contact: Dungeness River Audubon Center, P.O. B&02Sequim,
WA 98382; 360-681-4076&yww.olympicbirdfest.org
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By Jim Rettig

The current US defense budget amounts to about B4l for the next year. This amount equals tibizl
A defense spending of all the other countries oftbed combined! Do you feel safer for this? | dohitfact,
- | feel less secure as a US citizen than | ever.Hageems that United States foreign policy cardsto
make more enemies than we can kill. All this setoriseg the question: Is there a better way to secur
place in the future? Many think so. The answeo issarrange spending priorities. Why are there anynmew fees (county
parking fees, state park parking fees, wildlifeesmscvehicle use permits, national forest trailleatting passes, Sno-Park pafk-
ing permits, to name a few) for the use of parke@aBise there is no more local tax money to carthése areas. Why can't V\le
fully fund education? Limited local tax money. Wegn't we pay for a new 520 bridge, or a route ptaiee the Viaduct, or
fund new mass transit opportunities in the Pugein8area, or fix the roads we have now? No moral iemds. Why do we
have so much trouble buying more open space fdsphall fields, natural preserves, wilderness@rbiycle trails? No more
local tax funds to pay for them. Where does oureyagp? Much of it goes to the Pentagon to fightswhuild bombs, drones
missiles, guns, and other military equipment, sccaue all feel secure as we consume more and matét Bn't working.

Lester Brown, from the Earth Policy Institute, liast published a new version of his book, PlarTBe new version is Plan B
2.0: Rescuing a Planet under Stress and a Civdizat Trouble Its main theme is that we are now living in asustainable
manner and we need a new plan. The book suggast&ethdicating poverty and stabilizing populatare an integral part of
building an economy that can sustain economic @sxrThe budget for poverty eradication and pojamatabilization out-
lined in Plan B 2.0 includes the costs of providimgversal primary school education, basic villdgeel health care, and repr¢-
ductive health and family planning services for vesneverywhere. It totals $68 billion.

“Plan B 2.0also includes a program to reforest the eartheptdopsoil, restore rangelands, stabilize watbless, restore fishe
ies, and protect biological diversity. The eartstoeation budget to reach these goals totals #88rbt

The budget for these two global initiatives contea total of $161 billion, or about one sixth tliwesof the global military
budget, or one third of the US military budget.

We need to rearrange budget priorities and wotkuitd a sustainable future for all people everyweh&et the book and read
then act on its suggestions. You can play a pattigm

“Takings” Initiative Coming Soon?

By Lisa Remlinger, Audubon Washington
Beautiful wildlife, spectacular scenery, cleanaid water, wide open spaces; these are the habrttzk make Washington State
a wonderful place to live, work and raise a fam¥gt an initiative expected on the 2006 state ballould risk all that by taking
aim at our successful system of protections fod Jair and water at a time when Washington is gngwapidly.

If approved, this developers' initiative (aka "tads" initiative) would create a loophole for deymdos and other special interests
to get around land use laws that safeguard outthaat safety and protect habitats for speciessadiashington. Wisely, Wash-
ington voters soundly rejected a similar initiatiiReferendum 48, back in 1995.

Oregon wasn't so lucky. Backed by timber compaaiesdevelopers, Oregon's Measure 37 was approDih Washington
must say "No" to a developers' initiative to avsidries like Lee Sherman's. The Beaverton, Oregsident recently saw the
nearby Tigard city council approve a Measure 3ifrctaat could result in a shopping center goingouman already crowded
road.

"It's to the point where it's become almost an eggway on the way to a freeway,"” Sherman said.thglwill probably exacer-
bate the problem. Does the world really need oneerabeap, tacky strip mall?"

The initiative planned for Washington will be woddeifferently than Measure 37, but the intent Ww#l the same - creating a
loophole for developers who don't want to be slodedn by neighborhood or community concerns. Aredefiect will be the
same: more irresponsible development, more snadéfit, more lost habitat, and erosion of our tarntsling quality of life.

To learn more and get engaged, contact Dan Stamingith the Community Protection Coalition at darr@ectcommunities.org
or 206-323-0520.




OWLS OF KING COUNTY with Jamie Acker — February 4

Join this ELWAS class for a fabulous illustrateégentation on our local owls. The daytime clagsgm-

tation will discuss nighttime owling, owl physiolpgand information concerning each of the owl spgeci

seen in King County. Jamie will share informatidmoat his ongoing study of Barred Owls, as well ias h
study of migrating Northern Saw-whet Owls on Baidge Island.

(&

The field trip is a night time owling experienceavh participants should plan on experiencing ezoéll
views and calls of Barred Owils, as well as the hem Saw-whet Owl, and possibly views and/or aafls
three other species.

Jamie Acker has been a birder for over 30 yearshas specialized in studying the owls on Bainleidg
Island since 1995, in particular the Barred Owk s led “owl prowls” regularly for the past eiglkfrs on Bainbridge Is-
land for Kitsap Audubon. He is a licensed owl bemaind has banded many of the Barred Owls on Bdiparand in the last
three years, equipped some with radio telemetrg.hék also recently begun banding Northern Saw-@héds in an attempt
to help further understand this common migratory. oWihrough his "owl prowls," much has been learabdut the habits of
these owls.

Class Saturday, February 4, 10:00 am to 2:00 pm

Class location Northlake Unitarian Universalist Church, Kirkthn

Field Trip : Bainbridge IslandSunday, February 5,2:50 am to sunrise

Call the ELWAS office to register at (425) 576-8805

Fee Class and Field tris45ELWAS member$60non-ELWAS member.
Class Only. $35ELWAS member$45non-ELWAS member

Field trip will be limited to 10 participants deterined by the order of registration at the ELWAS wfé.

The field trip is not suitable for children under@.years of age.
Beverages and snacks will be provided at the daytil®ss. You may bring your lunch.

BEGINNING BIRDING BY EAR with Lou Ann Harris & Joyc e Meyer

Follow up on your New Year's resolution to leanmeav language in 2006.

Beginning Birding By Ear can get you started omtdging birds by their songs and calls. Amaze rytamily
and impress your friends! Instructors will be EL\®Aembers Joyce Meyer and Lou Ann Harris.

Class Tuesday, March 21st, 6:30 to 9 pmClass held at the Northlake Unitarian Universalisurch sanctuary in Kirkland.
Field Trip : Saturday, March 25th OR Sunday, March 26th at 6:3Gam (half-day trip)

Cost $35for ELWAS members$45non-member&l.00Marymoor parking fee)

Registration: Call the ELWAS office at (425) 576-880Registration closes Friday, March 17th

Get Ready for the Great Backyard Bird Count!

The Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC) returns feminth season February 17-20, 2006. The NationduBon Society and
the Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology encouragerguae to COUNT BIRDS WITH A BUDDY! Bird enthusiasts all ages
can share their love of birds with a friend, aadhd scout troop, a class, or a co-worker-openew @yes to the joy of birding
and the fun of creating a unique snapshot of wibitet abundance and distribution across the contirtevery pair of eyes is
needed and everybirdy counts, whether in a backyera@ high-rise balcony, in a park, or on anyhef 730 million acres of pub-
lic lands.

Everyone can participate, from beginning bird watstto seasoned experts. During the count, birdheas tally up birds for as
little as 15 minutes, or for as long as they likeeping track of the highest number of each bietis they see together at one
time. People are encouraged to report birds frobliplands and local parks, as well as from theickyards. Participants enter
their numbers online atww.birdsource.org/gbband can explore sightings maps, lists, and claarthe count progresses.

You can view results from past counts and learn twoparticipate by visitingvww.birdsource.org/gbbcrhere is no fee or regis-
tration for the event, which is sponsored by WiiddB Unlimited. For more information, contact ther@ell Lab of Ornithology
atcornellbirds@cornell.edar (800) 843-2473 or contact Auduborciizenscience@audubon.oi@15) 355-9588, Ext. 16.




GETTING TO KNOW THE RESIDENT FLOCK with David Drumm ond.

Get acquainted with our winter resident birds fhequent local backyard feeders and parks.

If you are still sorting through your mind and n&fiece books for that "little brown bird” join usrfa fun
filled class especially for you! We will exploreet influences that shape our unique Northwest zamks and
then learn about the adaptations, fieldmarks ahadvier of the representative bird families of tleek-

yard. This course is focused on helping YOU beétterw the common birds of the field and forest.eTh
field trip will visit one or more local parks. Hasmdits, reference books, slide imaged lecture aid fiip

will give you the tools to ID birds with confidence

David Drummond is a research wildlife biologistfuralist and president of the Merlin Falcon FouraatHe has taught
classes at the Olympic Park Institute and the NGehcades Institute, specializing in Northwestsifhvid enjoys catalyzing
people's connection with Nature around the world.

Class Friday, March 17, 6:30-9:15 pm Class will meet at the Northlake Unitarian CHyr808 Fourth Avenue, Kirkland.
Class limited to 25 participants. Registrationuiegd.

Field Trip : Saturday, March 18 8:00 am-3:00 pm To be arranged at class meeting.

Cost Lecture and Field trigg50 per ELWAS membei$65 per non-member. Class on§85per ELWAS membei$45 per
non-member. No registration for the field trip anly

Registration: Call the ELWAS office to register at (425) 57866. Office open Monday, Tuesday and Friday manin
Reqistration closes March 14

Highlights for the 2005 ELWAS Christmas Bird Count (CBC)
By Hugh Jennings

The count day, December 17, was clear and col®53flegrees, but it was comfortable in the sun. Tyveaven people showed
up to cover the seven count areas. The small pamdisakes were frozen over, which resulted in ¢ha& humber of ducks being
down. The total species seen on count day was 8hvidthe fourth highest ever; only the previduse years with 93, 88 and
92 were higher. The average for all counts is 8 tal number of 11,111 birds is the second lbwethe last 12 years, only
year 2000 with 9,961 was lower. The average ovep#st 17 years is 16,621.

A single Sandhill Crane in the South Snoqualmieavas a first for our CBC. A Snowy Owl at Carnatfearms was a first also,
but it was not seen on the count day and did neticmward the total species. A Northern Pygmy-@tioss Lake was the sec-
ond for our CBC, one was reported in 1985. Red ¢hitls and a Peregrine Falcon were seen for omyfahrth time. There were
159 Cackling Geese (155 at Marymoor) reported. Bésnew split from the Canada Goose so was thtiiine they have been
counted in the CBC.

With a low count for total birds, it was a surprikat we had high counts for six species and sebaitest counts for five spe-
cies. The 78 Pied-billed Grebes exceeded the prs\igh of 52 in 2002. The 156 Double-crested Coamis bettered the 125
reported in 2002 and 1996. Four Anna’s Hummingbiie$ with four seen in 2004. The 21 Common Rawexteeded the 13
seen in 2003. The 297 Black-capped Chickadees ighsitthan the 232 seen in 2002. Golden-crownedr&pa also set a re-
cord with 224 which far exceeded the previous luifj84 in 2003. Second highest counts recorded feer&37 Northern Shovel-
ers, 107 Green-winged Teal, 33 Bald Eagles, 78e8tlays and 62 White-crowned Sparrows.

Low counts were recorded for Common Goldeneyes fvithcompared with 11 in 1999, 15 Ruddy Ducks carep to previous
low of 18 in 1993 and 96 Rock Pigeons comparedift 2003. Only 52 Red-winged Blackbirds were rded, which was a
second lowest total, exceeding only the 9 recondd®91.

This was our 22nd CBC dating back to our first @81. | have no record of counts for 1982, 1983 E8D. | have summary re-
ports for the 2005 count and for any year from 1996ummary of all counts is available for 198Iotigh 1995 and also for 1996
through 2005. Requests for any reports can be meadegh Jennings dtughbirder@earthlink.net

MARCH OF THE SPARROWS

The Lower Columbia Basin Audubon Society (LCBAS)IWe hosting a “Birders’ Social 3aturday, March 4, that includes
an 8:00 am bird walk on Bateman Island, and a pra@viewing of WATCHING SPARROWS at the Battelle Awadium.
After the film, refreshments will be served in bbby and WATCHING WARBLERS will be shown at 3:0&hp

Battelle Auditorium is at 903 Battelle Boulevard efther George Washington Way in Richland or tlypd&ss Highway. A
donation of $5.00 will be requested at the dooriésv WATCHING SPARROWS or $8.00 to view both filnfSor more in-
formation, seevww.lowercolumbiabasinaudubon.org




