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The Mission of the East Lake 
Washington Audubon Society is to 
protect, preserve and enhance 
natural ecosystems and our com-
munities for the benefit of birds, 
other wildlife and people. 
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�� rctic Alaska and its adjacent seas have 
undergone rapid changes in the last 

four decades as increasing air temperature 
and changes in atmospheric and oceanic cir-
culation have decreased snow and ice cover. 
George Divoky has spent more than three 
decades on Cooper Island, a seabird colony 
near Point Barrow, where he has been able to 
watch both the biological and environmental 
effects of this warming on Black Guillemots, 
Horned Puffins, Polar Bears, and other spe-
cies.  

A high arctic seabird, the Black Guillemot, 
first benefited from increasing temperatures 
as earlier snow melt allowed earlier and 
more successful breeding. After 1990, how-
ever, guillemots began to decrease as contin-
ued warming decreased the extent of sum-
mer pack ice, the primary foraging area of 
the species. Concurrently a subarctic species, 
the Horned Puffin, extended its range to 
northern Alaska and is now colonizing Coo-
per Island. Divoky, a dynamic and engaging 
speaker, will discuss the implications of 
what he has observed to the Arctic’s fauna 
and indigenous people and the likely impacts 
of the predicted continuing reduction of the 
arctic pack ice.  

George obtained his doctorate in biology 
from the University of Alaska where he now 
holds a position of Research Associate at the 
Institute of Arctic Biology. He is one of the 
founders of the Pacific Seabird Group and 
serves on the Board of People for Puget 
Sound. He has received several awards for 
his work, which has been featured in the 
New York Times magazine and on several 
television programs. 

George Divoky is also the founder of Friends 
of Cooper Island, a nonprofit scientific or-

ganization which compiles, preserves and 
distributes Cooper Island research on climate 
change and other Arctic phenomena. It also 
develops educational and public outreach 
programs for children and adults. The story 
of the Cooper Island Black Guillemots 
brings home the issue of climate change in a 
way that is not possible by the recital of 
physical changes in atmospheric or oceano-
graphic conditions.  

Please join us Thursday, November 15 
(one week early) for a look at Dr. Divoky’s 
33 year study of seabirds and other species 
on a high arctic island. Come at 6:30 for the 
social hour. Enjoy a brief monthly meeting 
and refreshments from 7:00 to 7:45, fol-
lowed by the presentation. 

The social hour, meeting, and presentation 
are free and open to the public. Invite a 
friend or anyone who is interested in discov-
ering more about the arctic, seabirds, and 
global warming.  

Directions to ELWAS Headquarters at left of 
this page. 

Watching the World Melt Away:  An Ornithologist’s  
Observations from Four Decades in a Rapidly Changing Arctic 
Thursday, November 15 at 7:00 pm (after the social hour) 
**One Week Earlier than Usual** 
Northlake Unitarian Universalist Church  (ELWAS Headquarters) 
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Directions to ELWAS HQ 
 

Northlake Unitarian Universalist Church, 
308 4th Ave. S. (corner of 4th Ave. S. and 
State). Take I-405 exit 18 (NE 85th, Kirk-
land). Drive west on Central Way to 3rd St. 
(stoplight). Turn left (south) on 3rd St. and 
follow it as it bears left and changes name 
to State St. Turn left on 4th Ave S. 
 

TAKE THE BUS! Routes 540, 230 and 
255 serve State Street in Kirkland. 

Photograph by Joe McNally 
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308 4th Avenue S. (Corner 4th Ave. S. and State) 
P.O. Box 3115, Kirkland, WA  98083-3115 

Committee Chairs/Board   (board positions underlined) 

Executive Officers 

East Lake Washington Audubon Society 
(425) 576-8805  — www.ELWAS.org 

“Seed” Money 
By Christy Anderson, ELWAS President 

The 2nd Annual Nature’s Holiday Market is this month. Last 
year, this fundraiser turned out to be a lot of fun. Read all 
the details on page 5.  
Whenever we have a fundraiser, people ask me where the 
money goes. And it’s a great question! You deserve to 
know that that your support goes to help us fulfill our mis-
sion. As a member of ELWAS, you can be proud of the 
work we do in our communities.  
ELWAS educates young people. During 2007, our pro-
grams reached over 700 children on the Eastside! And the 
Kids Camp Scholarship fund sent six children to camps 
conducted by Seattle Audubon, NOAA, Wilderness Aware-
ness and Pacific Science Center. We award a scholarship to 
a community college student studying in an environmental 
field. Grants are also awarded to teachers to continue bird-
related projects on their own. 
ELWAS monitors birds. Our Birds in the Balance com-
mittee did over 20 bird surveys this year. Its inventories 
help local governments plan for future land use and protect 
the birds living there. We also participate in the interna-
tional Christmas Bird Count and have for twenty-five years. 
ELWAS spreads the word about conservation. This 
monthly newsletter reaches over 1300 people on the East-
side (both members and non-members) bringing the Audu-
bon vision into private homes and businesses. 
ELWAS advocates for birds. We work with local govern-
ments to raise the issues of clean air, clean water, and 
healthy ecosystems. We are working with Kirkland to des-
ignate Juanita Bay Park as a wildlife sanctuary. This will 
add important protections to this special area. And we are 
working with several Eastside cities on global warming 
issues through Cool Cities. Each February, we go to Olym-
pia to lobby the state legislature on issues important to us. 
ELWAS restores habitat for birds. The prime example of 
this is Marymoor Park, where we’ve been working for al-
most two years to build a birding trail and restore habitat in 
the East Meadow. And what progress we’ve made! If you 
haven’t visited lately, go see the new kiosks being installed, 
the new gate in the dog area fence and all the new native 
plants. You may also notice the absence of a large quantity 
of Scot’s broom and blackberries! Even though we received 
a grant for this project, it does not cover all the related 
costs, which are coming out of ELWAS’ general fund. 
ELWAS presents programs for you. Our monthly pro-
grams feature some of the best speakers in the area on con-
servation and birds. We also host monthly Movie Nights 
with stimulating films and discussions. 
Rather be outside? How about 50 field trips a year to some 
of the best birding spots? Also monthly bird walks in Jua-
nita Bay and Marymoor Parks. And too many more to list! 
Having a solid financial foundation enables our chapter to 
take on projects that make our communities better and pro-
tect the quality of life, for us and for future generations. 
When you realize how much ELWAS does, you know your 
support is not only critical, but wisely used. 
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ELWAS Office/  
Audubon Center 
The office is downstairs at Northlake 
Unitarian Universalist Church in 
Kirkland, 308 4th Avenue S. (Corner 
4th Ave. S. and State). Directions: I-
405 exit 18 (N. E. 85th-Kirkland). Go 
west on Central Way to the light on 3rd 
St. Go left on 3rd St. Follow this street 
(it bears left and changes name to State 
St.) Then turn left on 4th Ave. S. 

(425) 576-8805 — office@elwas.org 
Hours: Mon, Tues, Fri — 9:00am -
    1:00pm 

ELWAS Nov Meetings  
Nov 7 (Weds) 6:00 pm   
Web Committee  
Meets first Wednesday each month in 
ELWAS Office. All interested parties 
are invited. Questions? Email Nancy 
Nicklas at webmaster@elwas.org 
 

Nov 8 (Thurs) 7:00 pm  
Photo Group 
Meets in large room upstairs from EL-
WAS Office. Questions? Email Tim 
Boyer at tboyer@seanet.com 
 

Nov 13 (Tues) 7:00 pm 
Youth Education Committee  
Meets in the ELWAS Office. All inter-
ested parties are invited. Questions?  
Email education@elwas.org 
 

Nov 15 (Thurs) 7:00 pm  
Monthly Program and meeting  
See article on page 1. 
 
 

Volunteers! 

�� ith your help and expertise, and 
a little of your time, we can 

grow the Chapter and do even more in 
our community Whether you want to be 
in front of a crowd, or work behind the 
scene, we need you! With your help, we 
can do more classroom presentations, 
more habitat improvement, more advo-
cacy, more education, and more bird-
ing. Some of our volunteer opportuni-
ties are: 

Adult Education Chair – recruit in-
structors, arrange for classroom and 
hosts, draft publicity and evaluations 
(6 hours a month) 

Membership Meeting Greeter - Greet 
guests and members at the monthly 
meetings (1 hour a month) 

ELWAS E-Mail List Moderator – 
Moderate the ELWAS e-mail lists 
from the comfort of your own home 
(5 hours a month) 

Historian – Take pictures at ELWAS 
events (meetings and field trips), and 
keep the history books up to date, 
including materials from others. 

Events Coordinator – Schedule EL-
WAS volunteer to staff tables at vari-
ous events on the Eastside, and or-
ganize display and materials for each 
event (4 hours a month) 

Document Scanner – Scan field trip 
maps and other documents for post-
ing on the website 

Website Volunteer - Work with the 
Web Committee to update or add new 
content to the ELWAS website. 

Bird List Organizer – Using field trip 
records, create bird lists for the web-
site Birding Hot Spots. 

We will work with each volunteer, and 
give them as much training and support 
as they need to be successful. You may 
read a thorough description for each 
opportunity on our website, or contact 
Jan McGruder at (425) 822-8580 or 
jan@elwas.org for further details. 

If you believe ELWAS is a cause 
worthy of your time, give a little 
of yourself. The birds will thank 
you! 

We are going to need you for our 2nd 
annual Natures Holiday Market which is 
Saturday, November 10th this year. We 
will need people to help set up, help run 
it, cashier, bring baked goods for the 
bake sale and help clean up. Please con-
tact Tricia Kishel, info listed in the in-
dex, if you are willing to help out.  

Thanks to those who worked on our Cor-
vid Crier mailing the last 2 months; Lea 
Knapp, Melanie Bishop, Caren Park, 
Jim Roberts , Barbara Dietrich , 
Nancy Roberts, Patricia Clarke, Nanci 
Tangeman, and Jim Rettig. 

Thank you Lea Knapp for working on 
the Kirkland Marina Beach Clean-up. 
Thank you, Tim McGruder  for working 
on the area’s Conservation issues. 

Thanks to Cindy Balbuena, Margaret 
Lie, Christy Anderson, Tim 
McGruder , Ellen Homan, Brian Bell 
and Tricia Kishel  for working on our 
2nd Annual Natures Holiday Market. 

Thank you to all our office volunteers; 
Hugh and Bev Jennings, Paul Jensen, 

Len Steiner, Jan Loux, Helen LaBouy, 
Pat Vernie, and Jill Keeney. 

Thanks to all those on the Education 
Committee: Jill Keeney, Sharon Pagel, 
Jim and Shirlee Hall , Margaret Lie , 
Jeani Goodrich, Tora Roksvog, Nancy 
Mendenhall , and Mary Britton-
Simmons and Jim Rettig. 

Thanks to all who worked on the Mary-
moor Birdloop; Christy Anderson, 
Patricia Clark , Glenn Eades, Caren 
Park, Jan Rettig, Jim Rettig, and 
Kevin Rettig. Thank you to the Micro-
soft employees who joined us on the day 
of caring at Marymoor, we really appre-
ciated all the help. 

Thank you Carolyn Kishel., for work-
ing on the Library, and thanks to Clau-
dia Welch for keeping us all fed at the 
membership meetings. 

Thanks for working on new ideas for an 
organization Logo; Nina Bondarook, 
Diane Whitman and Tricia Kishel . 

I can no other answer make, but, thanks, 
and thanks. ~William Shakespeare 

Thank You Volunteers- We couldn't do it without you! 
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Welcome to the following new members 
of East Lake Washington Audubon. We 
hope to see you soon at a Membership 
Meeting or Field Trip. Call or visit our 
office if you have any questions. Our 
friendly volunteers are happy to help you. 

Helen Alcott 
Leylabell Amey 
April Atwood 
Susan R. Betts 
H. Regan Bond 
Wanda M. Browne 
Eleanor Burke 
Patricia T. Carmichael 
Christopher Chapman 
Mary Charlton 
Sally Clarke 
Diana Cobb 
Sarah Corlett 
Ann Dougherty 
John Egerter 
Irene Eldridge 
Jack and Deidra Faessler 
Robert Frary 
Elisa Freedman 
Jane B. Gamble 
Michelle Grena 
Kristin Gulledge 
Rosemary Hackett 
Sally Hall 
Karen and Steven Holt 
Richard H. Hulit 
Carolyn Koh 
Mary Kooistra 
Mira Lamb 
Jenny Lashinski 

Welcome 

In September I learned of Betty Dean’s 
passing. Betty is well known among 
members who attended membership 
meetings, always willing to share new 
books from “her” beloved library. In 2004 
Betty moved to Florida, but succumbed to 
a recurrence of cancer this summer. 

Betty first came to ELWAS in 1993 - 
attending meetings, field trips and work-
shops, and local and National Audubon 
conventions. In talking with her, I learned 
she had been a lifelong birder, to the ex-
tent of forming a Junior Audubon Club in 
East Topeka, Kansas in the mid-1930s. In 
1938, Betty won the Junior Audubon 
Contest for an essay entitled “Why 
Should We Have Bird Sanctuaries?” sub-
mitted to National Audubon. Betty lead 
the Junior Audubon Club members on 
hikes, and each child studied local birds, 
gave reports, and were tested on what 
they learned. 

In 2000, Betty took over the ELWAS 
library - which at that time was a box of 
books dragged to meetings – and organ-
ized it into a full-fledged, Dewey Decimal 
System library. She put protective covers 
on the books, typed up a card catalog, and 
made out library cards for everyone. 

Her sister writes that when in junior high, 
Betty organized her and neighbor’s books 
into a tiny library in her home for the 
neighborhood children – The Midget 
Bookland Library. Each child received a 
library card, and each book was stamped 
with a checkout and return date. Late fees 
were 1¢ per day. She ran this library for 
several years, as in the 1930’s no one had 
money to go to town. 

Though ELWAS has relaxed the rules on 
the use of its library, Betty taught many 
of us some great skills in library organiza-
tion and management. The 300+ books 
and videos will stand as a Betty’s legacy 
for many years to come and a reminder of 
her commitment to Audubon.  

Come visit the ELWAS library. Though 
it’s focused on birds and nature, we have 
a wide selection to choose from. Birds 
from around the world, essays and jour-
nals, a small number of videos and 
DVDs, as well and bird songs on cassette 
and CD.  
— Jan McGruder 

Passing of a Stalwart ELWAS Volunteer 

Join ELWAS and Sierra 
Club members at a 
movie and discussion 
group. Enjoy a 6:15 din-
ner-in-the-round with 
other fascinating people 

from both organizations (bring your own 
brown bag dinner; hot beverages will be 
provided). Our November dinner topic/
discussion will feature reports on how 
Kirkland, Redmond, Bellevue, and Issa-
quah are progressing on their “Cool Cit-
ies” programs.  

Our November movie is “BEING CARI-
BOU,” which features Leanne Allison 
and Karsten Heuer on a mission to experi-
ence one of the greatest mammal migra-
tions left in North America, the 120,000 

Porcupine Caribou herd, whose survival 
is now threatened by proposed oil and gas 
drilling. The film follows these two dedi-
cated conservationists on the 2500km, 7-
month journey as they brave extremes of 
physical and mental hardship, in the hope 
their story may help ensure the caribou's 
survival. BEING CARIBOU brings the 
life of the herd vibrantly alive from a 
unique, inside perspective. 

The movie is 72 minutes long, so we will 
start a bit early. Come at 6:15 to get in on 
everything or at 7:15 for just the movie. 

This event will be held at the ELWAS 
office in Kirkland (directions on page 1).  

Conservation Movie Night and Brown Bag Discussion 
Group! – November 12 (Monday) 

This year the Christmas Bird Count is 
scheduled for Saturday, December 15. 
Volunteer teams spend the day birding 
and tracking all the birds seen in different 
areas on the Eastside. After the sun goes 
down, we meet at the Northlake Unitar-
ian Church for dinner and compilation of 
the records.  

It’s a fun day and the evening is a great 
time to socialize.  

Watch for details in the next Corvid Crier 
or on the website.�

Christmas Bird Count: 
Save The Date — Dec 15 
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Birds that hang out in large urban areas 
seem to have a marked advantage over 
their rural cousins -- they are adaptable 
enough to survive in a much larger range 
of conditions. 

In fact, new research from the University 
of Washington suggests that the adaptabil-
ity of many urban bird species means they 
don't just survive but actually thrive in 
what might be considered to be a very 
challenging environment. 

"The urban habitat is usually more severe 
than the habitats these birds historically 
occupied. Urban habitats aren't easy, so 
the birds have to have developed coping 
mechanisms," said John Wingfield, a UW 
biology professor involved in the re-
search. 

The study was led by Frances Bonier, a 
postdoctoral researcher in biology at Vir-
ginia Polytechnic Institute, who did the 
work as a UW doctoral student before 
moving to Virginia Tech. Co-author Paul 
Martin, now an assistant professor of biol-
ogy at Queens University in Kingston, 
Ontario, also took part in the research as a 
UW doctoral student. 

Ornithologists, biologists and birdwatch-
ers around the world were sent question-
naires that asked them to list 10 common 
native breeding birds found in their cities. 
The responses produced data on 217 ur-
ban bird species from 73 of the world's 
largest cities and 247 rural species. To be 
considered "rural," a species could not be 
described as breeding in human-disturbed 
habitats such as towns and cities, and its 

natural breeding distribution must overlap 
at least one of the large cities, implying 
that at one time the species occupied the 
area where the city is now. 

Some birds on the urban list -- starlings, 
parrots, crows, sparrows, pigeons and 
doves -- would be expected to be found in 
cities, Bonier said. However the research-
ers only looked at species native to a par-
ticular area, so starlings and sparrows 
native to Europe but found in North 
American cities, for example, did not 
count. Less-common species found in 
cities included the black-tailed train-
bearer, a tiny hummingbird in Quito, Ec-
uador; the green bee-eater found in Giza, 
Egypt; and a small bird called the broad-
billed tody that lives in Santo Domingo, 

(Continued on page 9) 

City Birds Better Than Rural Species in Coping With Human Disruption 
Vince Stricherz, vinces@u.washington.edu 

 
 

Attend Our Second Annual Holiday Market  
and Stay for our Members-Only After Party 

 
It’s just around the corner . . .  This year’s Nature’s Holiday Market will be held Saturday, November 10th 
from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm in the church sanctuary.  
 
Events include: 

· an expanded selection of merchandise including Audubon squeaky birds, optics, games, kids’ 
books, shade-grown coffee, and stocking stuffers 

· a bake sale with luscious homemade treats to take home or eat at the Market 
· lunch for purchase 
· complimentary shade-grown coffee and hot cider 
· children’s activities 

 
Please mark your calendars and tell your friends! 
 
In addition, this year we will be having an ELWAS members only event after the holiday market from 4:00 
pm to 6:00 pm. Stick around after shopping to catch up with friends and enjoy wine and appetizers.  A good 
time is sure to be had by all!  
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reserve support a wide variety of plant, bird, wildlife and aquatic 
species, so bring your binoculars. Easy walk.  
Bring good walking shoes, rain gear, and perhaps an umbrella. 
Please bring mushroom, plant, and bird guides as the leader is 
not an expert. Bring snacks and beverages; option to go out to 
lunch afterward. Meet at 9:00 am at the reserve entrance. 
Directions:take SR 520 east to its end (in Redmond) and head 
north on Avondale Road. Turn right in 1.25 miles onto Novelty 
Hill Road, continue 2.4 miles to 218th Ave NE (0.7 mile past 
the 208th Ave NE signal light). Turn left into the south entrance 
of the park, elevation 525 feet (telephones and restroom). Watch 
for a brown sign. Please let the leader know you are coming 
do we don’t leave you at the trailhead. For more information, 
contact Sunny 425-271-1346 or sunny@sunnywalter.com. 
 

Nov 6 (Tues) 6:30 am  
Marrowstone Island & Port Townsend  
We will be looking for loons, grebes, alcids, waterbirds, raptors, 
shorebirds and any passerines around. Meet at the Kingsgate 
P&R before 6:30 to catch the 7:10 ferry from Edmonds. Bring 
lunch, a scope if you have one, dress for the weather. Back early 
evening. Passenger cost/person $8.00 plus share ferry costs. 
Brian Bell 425-485-8058 
 

Nov 10 (Sat) 8:00 am — Kent, Boeing & other Ponds 
We’ll look for wintering ducks, geese, gulls, sparrows and other 
birds. We’ll visit Boeing Ponds, Frager Road north of 212th, 
Kent Ponds including access to the inner ponds, and Frager 
Road south of Meeker to look for Scrub Jays. If time, we’ll visit 
Lake Fenwick and/or Thomas Ponds. Over by early to mid-
afternoon. Bring lunch, snacks, drinks and dress for the weather. 
Bring a scope if you have one. Meet at Wendy's Restaurant at 
the corner of So. 212th and 64th Ave. So. in north Kent at 
8:00am. DIRECTIONS: From I-5, take Exit 152, Orillia Rd. 
Turn east towards Kent Valley, where Orillia becomes So. 212th 
St. Continue east about 1 mi. Wendy's is on the right at the 
corner of 64th. From Valley Freeway (Highway 167) take 212th 
St. exit and go west to 64th Ave. So. & Wendy’s Restaurant. 
Passenger cost/person $2.00.  
Kathy Andrich 206-390-3159 or chukarbird@yahoo.com 
 

Nov 20 (Tues) 9:00 to noon—Juanita Bay Park Bird Walk 
A relaxed walk in the Park, seeing what birds are in the area. 
Meets the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 9:00. Bring 
binoculars and meet in parking lot. No registration required. 
MaryFrances Mathis 425-803-3026 
 

Nov 26 (Mon) 9:00 am to noon�
Birding the Hot Spots of King County 
Monthly field trip on fourth  Monday of each month to 
wherever the birds are. Meet before 9:00 am at north end of the 
Newport Hills Park-N-Ride (I-405, exit 9) and plan to be back 
by noon. Passenger cost/person $2.00.  
Hugh Jennings 425-746-6351 

(Continued on page 7) 

Nov 2 (Fri) 9:00 to noon — Marymoor Park 
Join us for a morning walk along the nature trail, seeing what 
birds are in the area. Meets the 1st Friday of each month at 
9:00. Bring binoculars and meet at the SW corner of the Dog 
Area parking lot (Parking Lot D). No registration is required. 
To reach Marymoor Park, take SR 520 east from Seattle to the 
West Lake Sammamish Parkway exit and follow the signs. 
The entrance to the park is one block south of the exit. Turn 
right at third stop sign, to Dog Area parking lot. Parking is $1. 
 

Nov 3 (Sat) 9:00 to noon — Marymoor Park 
Join us in restoring native habitat at the Marymoor Park 
interpretive area on the 1st Saturday of every month. Dress for 
the weather and bring clippers, gloves, snacks and water. Park 
in Lot G and follow the signs to work parties. Free parking 
passes are provided. Glenn Eades 425-885-3842 
 

Nov 3 (Sat) 7:30 am — Camano Island/Stanwood 
Prepare for weather, a full day of exploring Camano Island’s 
shoreline, salt-water marshes, grasslands, and forest habitats 
for seabirds, raptors, and songbirds. Areas include Livingston 
Bay, English Boom, Utsalady, and Iverson Spit, a 100-acre 
preserve. Stanwood Sewage Treatment Ponds offer a variety 
of waterfowl and the occasional avian surprise. Bring lunch 
and meet before 7:30 at south end of Kingsgate P&R. Return 
early evening. Cost/person $7.00. Joyce Meyer 425-868-
7986. 
 

Nov 4 (Sun) 9:00 am -- Native Plant Walk at Redmond 
Watershed Reserve 
This Carnation Valley reserve is a mixed forest replete with 
ponds and streams, beaver, mountain beaver, woodpeckers, 
native plants, and a wide array of macro-lichens and moss. 
We expect to see many varieties of mushrooms along the 
meandering forest paths in late fall. The habitats at this 

FIELD  TRIPS 
Parents and children over 8 are welcome on all trips. **FRS Radio owners, please consider bringing them on trips.**  
Check our website at http://www.elwas.org/events/ for the latest information and for reports of last month‘s field trips. 

Meeting Places for Field Trips: 

· Tibbetts P&R in Issaquah: I-90, exit 15, turn right 
(south) and go to Newport Way NW, turn left (east) and 
then right (south) into P&R and park on west side. 

· Kingsgate Park and Ride (Detour route): The detour 
route has you either take the Totem Lake off-ramp from 
I-405 northbound and turn left at the light at the bottom 
of the Totem Lake off-ramp onto Totem Lake Blvd, or 
take the NE 124th St off-ramp from I-405 southbound 
and turn left to the light at 124th Ave NE. This will put 
you on Totem Lake Blvd, the detour route. Take Totem 
Lake Blvd north to the light at NE 132nd Street, turn left 
under I-405 and then immediately turn left onto 116th 
Ave NE and into the P&R.. 

· Newport Hills Park and Ride: I-405, exit 9  
· South Kirkland Park and Ride:108th Ave. NE just 

north of hwy 520 and Northup Way. 
· Wilburton Park and Ride: I-405, exit 12. 
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The Marbled Godwit (MAGO) is about 
18” long with a 29” wingspan and 
weighs 13 oz. (370g). The genus name 
Limosa (lie-MOH-sah) is from the Latin 
limus, meaning “muddy,” for its favorite 
habitat, mudflats. The species name fe-
doa (FED-oh-ah) is the Latin version of 
an old and now unknown English word 
meaning “marbled.” - for its mottled 
plumage. It is a large shorebird with a 
long, slightly upturned bi-colored bill 
with a pink base and a black tip. The 
back and wings are buffy brown, marked 
with black. Underparts are heavily 
barred in summer and buffy with no bar-
ring in winter. The underwings are cin-
namon colored in flight. Summer plum-
age is basically the same as winter plum-
age. The MAGO nests in the northern 
Great Plains of interior North America in 
areas of native prairie with marshes and 
ponds nearby. In summer on the prairies 
they feed mostly on insects, primarily 
grasshoppers, and roots and seeds of 
aquatic plants. When they leave the nest-
ing areas they go to both coastal regions. 
Large flocks will roost together in salt 
meadows at high tide or stand together in 
shallow water on tidal mudflats where 
they probe deeply in the mud with their 
long bills for worms, mollusks and crus-
taceans. They often wade and probe in 
water so deep that their head is underwa-
ter. The MAGO finds most food by 
touch and may feed both day and night. 

They usually nest in small groups. Males 

display by flying in circles over an area 
and calling loudly “god-WHIT”. They 
are not known to nest in Washington. On 
the ground, a pair may go through ritual-
ized nest-scrape-making display. The 
nest is on the ground, usually in short 
grass on a dry spot close to water and in 
a slight depression lined with dry grass. 
Sometimes there is a small canopy of 
grass above the nest. Usually there are 
four eggs, sometimes 3 or 5. Eggs are a 
green-brown with brown spots. Incuba-
tion is 21-23 days by both parents. The 
incubating bird may stay motionless 

even when closely approached. The 
downy young leave the nest soon after 
hatching. Both of the parents take care of 
the young, but the young find their own 
food. The age at first flight is about 3 
weeks. 

In Washington, the MAGO is a common 
fall to spring resident in large numbers at 
Tokeland and occasionally at Bill’s Spit 
and Damon Point at Ocean Shores, and 
uncommon at other coastal locations. 

— article and photo by Hugh Jennings 

BIRD  OF THE  MONTH  
Marbled Godwit Limosa fedoa 

Dec 8 (Sat) 8:00 am to noon — Green Lake 
Walk Green Lake with expert birder Martin Muller who has 
acquired intimate knowledge of this lake and the 150 bird 
species found there. Meet by 7:25 am at South Kirkland P&R 
near the bus stop (on 108th Ave. NE just north of hwy 520 and 
Northup Way) to carpool, or meet at Green Lake. We will park 
at the west end of Green Lake near the Bathhouse Theater and 
meet Martin on the lake side of the theatre, between the brick 
building and the water. No sign-up, just show up. Group size is 
a maximum of 15. Passenger cost/person $2.00.  
Hugh Jennings 425-746-6351 
 

 
Dec 15 (Sat) 8:00 am�
Annual Christmas Bird Count and Dinner�
Please note on your calendar that the CBC will be on Dec. 15th. 
We will meet before 8:00 am at west parking lot near the 
windmill. Be sure to wear comfortable shoes/boots, warm 
clothes and bring lunch. The fee for participating in the CBC is 
$5.00/person (backyard bird counters are not required to pay the 
fee). Additional information will be in the December Corvid 
Crier and on the website.�

(Continued from page 6) 

Field Trips 
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Marymoor Bird Loop Update: The Kiosks are Installed! 

When I first read "scout" the first thing 
that came to my mind was cub scout or 
campfire girls. But within the first hour, I 
realized that I wasn't even close. We 
learned many skills that are not easily 
found in today's modern world. We 
learned to slow down and take a seat if 
you really want to enjoy the beauty nature 
has to offer. We each had our own sit 
spots, where we just sat down and held 
still and let wilderness come to us. An-
other skill we learned was to blend into 
the earth and by that I mean hiding so 
well that when somebody ( or maybe even 
something) walks by they don't even have 

a clue that you're in the ferns two feet 
away. Then when you pop out of the 
bushes and scare them half to death, well 
that's just icing on the cake! 

On the first day, we played Life and 
Death in the Forest. I guess it was to see 
how good our scout skills were, before 
they taught us anything. On the last day 
we played Scout Capture the Flag, to 
really put our skills to the test. But my 
personal favorite was at the end of each 
day, we had siesta time. Siesta time is 
when we could do almost anything we 
want. We could carve, play games, talk 

with friends, or even take a nap after the 
long day. The food is amazing, better than 
anyone's cafeteria food. The cook really 
knows what she (or he)'s doing. Don't 
worry about making friends because 
within three hours you'll know everyone! 
So if you're not afraid to get down and 
dirty and be one with nature, then go to 
www.wildernessawareness.org and do 
something unforgettable. 

This month I met with Kirkland’s Park 
Board to discuss a possible name change, 
comprehensive planning and funding for 
restoration of Juanita Bay Park. This park 
is in reality a refuge in the middle of a 
highly developed area for many kinds of 
wildlife, including beavers and coyotes, 
and for over 150 species of birds. 

A name change for the park would elimi-
nate the confusion with Juanita Beach 
Park, which is right next to it, and the 
inclusion of words like “wildlife” or 
“refuge” would highlight Juanita Bay 
Park’s unique characteristics. 

We know from experience at our Mary-
moor Park restoration project how impor-
tant it  is to have a professional ecologist 
involved with our restoration efforts. Res-
toration at Juanita Bay Park would benefit 
greatly from comprehensive planning for 
restoration efforts. 

Kirkland has recently been successful in 
funding projects at Juanita Beach Park 
through the Washington Wildlife and 
Recreation Program (WWRP), a grant 
program through Washington State. By 
partnering with the City as we have with 
King County for Marymoor Park, WWRP 

money would make it possible to plan for 
and restore habitat at Juanita Bay Park so 
a wonderful wildlife park could become 
an awesome wildlife park. 

The Parks Board will continue the discus-
sion at their November or December 
meeting. Contact me if you have any sug-
gestions for a new name for the park.  
— Tim McGruder,  tim@ELWAS.org 

Juanita Bay Park: A Jewel in Need of a Little Polishing 

Summer Camp Report: My Experience in Wilderness Awareness School 
By Melissa Maldonado, ELWAS scholarship camper 
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Memorize these num-
bers: 280, 315, 380, 
450. 

These numbers refer to 
parts per million (ppm) 
of carbon dioxide con-
tained in the Earth’s 
atmosphere. Before the 

industrial revolution, the atmosphere 
contained about 280 ppm, which Bill 
McKibben, writing in the latest issue of 
the National Geographic Magazine, says 
was a good amount, “good” being de-
fined as “what we were used to”. When 
we began to measure the stuff with accu-
rate scientific instruments in the 1950s, 
the level had already gone up to 315 

ppm. Today the number is 380. McKib-
ben notes that in the last couple of years 
a series of reports have indicated that 
450 parts per million of carbon dioxide 
in the atmosphere is a threshold we’d be 
wise to respect.  While this is a best 
guess by scientists, it may be a tipping 
point. Should we reach that figure, future 
generations may witness the melting 
point of the Greenland and West Antarc-
tic ice sheets and the subsequent rising of 
sea level of a giant proportion.  Since we 
are adding about 2 ppm every year, that 
leaves us about three and a half decades 
to turn this around. 

The good news is that the Europeans and 
Japanese have begun to trim their carbon 

emissions, but a recent U.S. report to the 
United Nations suggested that our coun-
try would produce 20% more carbon in 
2020 than we did in 2000. Not good 
news. And China and India are begin-
ning to produce vast amounts of the 
stuff. 

There is much in the news about this 
issue and what we can do as a nation and 
individuals so that future generations can 
live in hope. 

Memorize these numbers: 280, 315, 380, 
450. 

We Don’t Have a Lot of Time!—by Jim Rettig 

Dominican Republic, and is part of a 
group of birds found only in the Carib-
bean. 

The researchers learned that urban birds 
worldwide can endure a far broader range 
of environments than rural species. Urban 
species had elevation ranges more than 
1,600 feet broader and their distribution 
covered about 10 degrees more of lati-
tude, or about 700 miles. 

"This sounds very intuitive, but there's 
never been any research confirming urban 
birds' adaptability," Wingfield said. 
"Fran's idea to send out the questionnaires 
provided the information that we lacked. 
This now gives us a hypothesis to work 
from for further research." 

The work, supported in part by the Na-
tional Science Foundation, is detailed in a 
paper that has been published online and 
will appear later this year in the print edi-
tion of the Royal Society journal Biology 
Letters. The Royal Society is the United 
Kingdom's national science academy. 

While it is not exactly clear what allows 
some species to flourish in urban settings, 
the research supports previous findings 
that suggested the most specialized birds 
will have the hardest time adapting in an 
ever-changing world. 

"In the face of global climate change and 
human disturbances, such as increased 
urbanization and deforestation, we may be 
able to identify species that can cope with 
such changes," Wingfield said. "Then we 

may be able to identify the species that 
cannot cope with these changes, or might 
even go extinct in the face of increased 
disruption." 

The information could be used to fine-
tune conservation efforts to save those 
challenged species, he said. 

"Land managers can use the information 
to determine where trails should go, how 
many people should be on those trails and 
similar issues," he said. 

For more information, contact Wingfield 
at (206) 372-3158, (530) 752-4679 or 
jwingfie@u.washington.edu; or Bonier at 
(613) 533-6000 ext. 77334, or 
fb2@vt.edu; or Martin at (613) 533-6598 
or pm45@queensu.ca.  

City Birds  
(Continued from page 5) 

Join the City of Kirkland Parks Depart-
ment from 9:00am to noon on the sec-
ond Saturday of each month at Water-
shed Park to remove invasive plants and 
improve the important urban forest. The 
next work party is   Saturday, November 
10th.  

Bring work clothes, work gloves, rain 
gear (if necessary) and water. Also useful 

are pruning shears or clippers, lopping 
shears, and pruning saws. 

Watershed Park is located at 4500 110th 
Avenue NE.  

For more information or to RSVP for an 
event, contact Nicci Osborn of Kirlkand 
Parks and Community Services at 425-
587-3342 or email nos-
born@ci.kirkland.wa.us. 

Green Kirkland: Remove Invasive Plants Global Warming Activist 
Workshop Jan 12, 2008 
Join ELWAS and the Cascade Chapter of 
the Sierra Club in this co-sponsored 
event from 9-3 at the Northlake Unitarian 
Universalist Church at 308-4th Avenue 
South in Kirkland. 

Learn more about Global Warming and 
how you can get involved. More info to 
follow. Contact Tim McGruder 425-822-
8580. 
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This is an EASY way to shop at PCC and 
support ELWAS at the same time! 

PCC rechargeable scrip cards come 
loaded with $25 and can be used at any 
PCC store like gift cards. Cards may be 
recharged with a minimum of $50 and a 
maximum of $500 at any PCC check 

stand at any time.  Scrip cards may be 
redeemed for cash when the value falls 
below $5. 

Each time you recharge your card, EL-
WAS automatically earns 5% of the 
amount you applied to it. Each card is 
numbered so funds can be tracked and 

distributed. Funds will be paid to ELWAS 
twice a year. 

If you have questions, please contact 
Megan Lyden (425-603-1548); 
meganlyden@msn.com 

Support ELWAS With Rechargeable PCC Scrip Cards 
Available at Membership Meetings and at the ELWAS Office During Office Hours. 

By Graham Chisholm 
Reprinted with permission from Wasington 
Post, September 16, 2007  
In James Mangold's new blockbuster 
Western "3:10 to Yuma," the first time we 
meet Ben Wade, played by tough-guy 
actor Russell Crowe, he is making a natu-
ral history sketch of a bird just minutes 
before carrying out yet another murderous 
stagecoach robbery. The scene establishes 
Wade not only as a complex character, but 
as a savvy birder who takes the time to 
document what is surely the first and only 
sighting in the United States of Africa's 
augur buzzard. 

Suspend my disbelief, you say? Holly-
wood's ornithological ignorance probably 
didn't ruin your last trip to the movies, but 
don't call me a lone curmudgeon. Peruse 
the e-mail group BirdChat and a Web 
page called "How did that bird get there?" 
and you'll see the extent of the agony 
shared by me and America's 50 million 
other birders. How many times must we 
watch a bald eagle soar across the movie 
screen, paired with the cry of a red-tailed 
hawk in Dolby Digital surround sound? 

Alas, the entertainment industry knows no 
shame. Moviemakers' attention to period 
detail in costumes, props, sets and dia-
logue grows ever more sophisticated, and 
the budgets for high-end productions 
regularly top tens of millions of dollars. 
Imagine how hard directors worked to 
equip Ben Wade with the right spurs and 
pistol. But they apparently think that get-
ting the right bird is, well, for the birds. 

Take a gander. European hooded crows in 
the soundtrack and in the trees, and the 
directors of "Cold Mountain" want us to 
believe we're in Appalachia? If 
"Apocalypto" takes place during the Ma-
yan era, then why do cattle egrets flap by 
majestic temples -- 400 years before their 
arrival in the Americas from Africa? 

"Raiders of the Lost Ark" features birds 
from three continents, impossibly sharing 
the same habitat. "Pearl Harbor" gives us 
the first recorded sighting of a Western 
scrub jay outside the mainland -- on a golf 
course in Oahu. Set in Sierra Leone, 
"Blood Diamond" features at least four 
birds from the Western Hemisphere, in-
cluding a bobwhite. 

Hollywood's general neglect of birds can 
be downright jarring. We birders are en-
joying the movie as much as everyone 
else in the theater, and then something 
happens. 

Take the movie "Ever After." While revel-
ing in Drew Barrymore's alfresco lunch 
with the queen of France, we suddenly 
hear the cry of a . . . North American alder 
flycatcher? Brad Pitt might as well have 
flashed his Hanes boxers beneath a Trojan 
tunic. 

Of course, the movie that gave birds a 
truly starring role, Alfred Hitchcock's 
"The Birds," used no natural bird sounds 
at all. It relied on screeches created by a 
trautonium (an electronic musical instru-
ment) and used a mix of live and me-
chanical birds to scare the wits out of a 

generation of would-be birdwatchers. 

At least Cameron Diaz's character in the 
movie "Charlie's Angels" knows that birds 
are linked to places. She locates her kid-
napped boss, played by Bill Murray, by 
the sound of pygmy nuthatches in the 
background during their cellphone con-
versation. Never mind that pygmy nut-
hatches are found from Mexico City to 
Vancouver and aren't found just in Car-
mel, as her character assumes. But we 
birders give her an "A" for effort. 

Yet it is possible to get birds right. Sound 
editors for "Harry Potter and the Goblet of 
Fire" asked Cornell's Macaulay Library at 
the Lab of Ornithology to help track down 
authentic sounds of the chiffchaff, bur-
rowing owl, European robin, song thrush, 
common nightingale and rook. 

For a small price, all moviemakers can 
splice in sounds from Cornell's monster 
sound library. Let's drop the canned honk-
ing of a Canada goose. It's time for birds 
to have their day. 

Until then, we birders will leave movie 
theaters like disillusioned lovers moping 
out of a sweet but improbable romantic 
comedy. Find me a bald eagle that 
squawks like a red-tailed hawk, and I'll 
find you Prince Charming. 

gchisholm@audubon.org 

Graham Chisholm is Audubon Califor-
nia's director of conservation and an avid 
moviegoer. 

Movies Don't Give a Hoot  
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· Computers 
· Networks 
· Printers 

· Data Recovery 
· Disaster Clean-

ing 

· Upgrades 
· Service/Sales 
· In-shop/On-

www.computronics.net 
11014—120th Avenue N.E. 
Kirkland, WA  98033 

(425) 576-8088 
FAX: (425) 576-9321 
sales@computronics.net 

Washington Depart-
ment of Fish and Wild-
life (WDFW) veteri-
narian Kristin Mans-
field has received calls 
from bird feeding en-

thusiasts wondering if it’s “safe” to start 
feeding again since a disease outbreak 
earlier this year prompted a WDFW rec-
ommendation to temporarily discontinue 
feeding. 

“It’s been several weeks since we’ve re-
ceived any reports consistent with salmo-
nellosis, so from a disease-prevention 
standpoint it’s probably safe to start feed-
ing birds again,” Mansfield said, “as long 
as you clean and disinfect feeders on a 
regular basis.” 

Bird feeding enthusiasts who live in black 
bear habitat should hold off on feeding 
until November, when most bears den up 
for the winter. Black bears raid bird feed-
ers in some areas, and chronic problem 
situations too often result in bears being 
euthanized.  

The fact that so many people were dili-
gent about following the recommendation 
to stop feeding this summer to protect 
birds from disease was “truly heartening,” 
Mansfield said. 

By June about four dozen reports of dead 
birds had been received involving pine 
siskins, goldfinches and purple finches in 
both eastern and western Washington. 
Carcasses of purple finches and pine 
siskins were sent to a Washington State 
University laboratory for testing that con-
firmed salmonellosis, a common and usu-

ally fatal bird disease caused by the sal-
monella bacteria.  

Salmonellosis is probably the most com-
mon avian disease at feeders in Washing-
ton. The disease afflicts species such as 
finches, grosbeaks and pine siskins that 
flock together in large numbers at feeders 
and transmit the disease through drop-
pings. 

The first indication of the disease is often 
a seemingly tame bird on or near a feeder. 
The birds become very lethargic, fluff out 
their feathers, and are easy to approach, 
but there is very little people can do to 
treat them. 

It’s possible, although uncommon, for 
people to become sick from the salmo-
nella bacteria through direct contact with 
infected birds, bird droppings, or through 
pet cats that catch sick birds. People who 
handle birds, bird feeders or bird baths 
should wear gloves and wash their hands 
thoroughly afterwards.  

Other bird diseases that may be observed 
at backyard feeding stations include: 
Avian Pox , Aspergillosis and Trichoma-
niasis. For more information on these dis-
eases, and keeping feeders clean, see the 
website http://wdfw.wa.gov/wlm/
crospath/cross_02.htm.  

One of the better ways to address the po-
tential disease problem during the wet 
months of the year is to switch to using 
only tube feeders rather than platform 
feeders. Feeders that have more flat sur-
faces collect more droppings, fungus, and 
other dirt that may spread disease. 

Other ways to minimize chances of a dis-
ease outbreak at feeders include:  

· Give birds space - Spread more feed-
ers over a greater space. Crowding is 
a key factor in spreading disease be-
cause birds have more direct contact, 
jostle each other, and are stressed and 
thus more vulnerable. Use smaller 
feeders that allow only a couple of 
birds to feed at a time. 

· Clean up wastes - Regularly rake the 
area underneath feeders to remove 
droppings and old, moldy seed. 
Mount feeders over a surface that can 
be swept easily. Move feeders around 
periodically to keep droppings from 
collecting.  

· Use good feed - If any feed smells or 
looks musty or moldy, don’t use it. 
Disinfect storage containers and 
scoops used with spoiled feed before 
replacing with fresh, clean, dry feed.  

· Avoid seed mixes - Most birds will 
scatter mixes, especially those with 
mostly milo or millet, for more pre-
ferred seed and the waste on the 
ground can become wet and moldy. 

“Remember that wild birds are not de-
pendent on backyard feeding stations,” 
Mansfield said. “Birds use natural food 
sources year-round in addition to feeders, 
so you don’t have to worry about always 
keeping feeders filled. For the most part, 
supplemental feeding isn’t critical to bird 
survival. It’s mostly recreational, allowing 
us close-up views and greater appreciation 
of birds.” 

WDFW Says It’s Safe to Feed the Birds Again!  


